Week Ending Friday, November 15, 2002

Proclamation 7625—World Freedom
Day, 2002

November 8, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On World Freedom Day, the United
States joins with the nations of the world that
are dedicated to liberty and democratic val-
ues in commemorating the fall of the Berlin
Wall, which occurred on November 9, 1989.
As we remember this historic event, we
renew our commitment to advancing democ-
racy, peace, and freedom for all throughout
the world.

The fall of the Berlin Wall ushered in a
new era of liberty and self-determination in
Central and Eastern Europe. In the years
that followed this remarkable event, the citi-
zens of formerly Communist states partici-
pated in open elections, secured their com-
mon rights to free speech, and claimed other
fundamental freedoms. This triumph for de-
mocracy demonstrated that tyranny is tem-
porary, and that liberty is the universal and
guiding goal for all mankind.

Since the fall of the Berlin Wall, we have
made great progress in encouraging free and
open societies on every continent. But chal-
lenges remain. Today, too many people still
suffer at the hands of dictators who deny lib-
erty and support activities and organizations
that aim to disrupt the freedom of other
countries.

On World Freedom Day, we celebrate
freedom and its capacity to improve lives
around the world. We also honor the people
of the former Soviet bloc countries who
fought against tyranny, and we recognize
those who continue the struggle for freedom
worldwide. As we face new challenges and
welcome new opportunities, we remain com-
mitted to protecting our freedom and help-
ing others realize their dreams of liberty.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 9,
2002, as World Freedom Day. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities and to reaffirm their dedication to
freedom and democracy for all.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of November, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 13, 2002]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 9, and
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 14.

The President’s Radio Address
November 9, 2002

Good morning. This was an important
week for our country and for the world. The
United Nations Security Council voted for
a resolution requiring the Iragi regime to de-
clare and destroy all weapons of mass de-
struction or face the consequences. Here at
home, our citizens voted in an election I be-
lieve will strengthen our ability to get things
done for the American people.

With the United Nations Security Council
resolution passed yesterday, the world has
now come together to say that the outlaw
regime in Iraq will not be permitted to build
or possess chemical, biological, or nuclear
weapons. That is the judgment of the United
Nations Security Council. That is the judg-
ment of the United States Congress. And my
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